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IHE UWAYSI COUNSELS 


200 VERSES OF ADVICE BY A MASTER OF THE UWAYSI SUFI TRADITION 
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SHAYKH ABU AL-SALIH MUHAMMAD FAYD AHMAD AL-UWAYSI 


Translated by Abuval-Anwar al-Dadyalawi 
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THE UWAYSI COUNSELS 


TRANSLATOR’S NOTE 


These are a collection of exactly two hundred counsels by ShaykhAbu al-Salih Muhammad Fayd Ahmad 
al-Uwaysi to guide, help and reform those of us in desperate need of direction. It is designed for everyone 
across the spectrum, from those intending to clean away bad old habits to those intending to brush up on 


general Islamic etiquette. It is for both the beginner in aac path. of self-purity (Su/uk) and a reminder for 

va 7 combines advice both on spiritual affairs and 
ies of our dealings and also develops and refines the 
inner and outer character. 


A WORD FROM SHAYKH ABU AL-SALIH MUHAMMAD FAYD AHMAD AL-UWAYSI 


“Although in the modern day there is a scarcity of those who value advice and counsel, yet there are still 
some bondsmen of the Almighty who seek out counsel, recognizing its pearl-like worth and act upon it 
with their full energies. This pauper (Shaykh al-Uwaysi) appeals to the people of Islam (Ab/ a/-Islam) to 
not only preserve by heart these counsels yourself, but also read them outto your close ones, sons and 
daughters so that they begin to apply these counsels today and become a source of investment for you in 
this world and the hereafter.” 
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No. 001 


Do every work for the pleasure of Allah, with sincerity. 


et BAGOLENS 


No. 002 


Plant the seed of love and devotion for the Messenger of Allah & in your heart and, 


consequently, consider his reverence and his veneration as the lifeline to your faith. 
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sa 


Do not claim for yourself greater than your rank. 


Live in humbleness and humility at all times. 
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Honour a man in accordance to his deserving. 


No. 006 
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Recognise the due right of each and everyone. 


SAREN 


No. 007 


The secret which is not statable should never be uttered 


from your lips under any circumstance. 
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af No. 009 p? 
Stay clear of the company of the buffoon and the gullible. 
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Keep company of the intelligent and the sober. 
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No. 011 


One must strive to do what is good as early as possible. 


SANER 


No. 012 


When you say something, say it with evidence and never present a false claim. 


Do not engage in useless debate and argument, 
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No. 015 


Regard your mother and father the crown of your head. 
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Honour your teachers more than your father, 


for they reform your soul. 
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Never expend more than your income. 


i A A 
af No. 019 g? 
If anyone comes to you as a guest, then attend to him. 
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Keep your eye and tongue under your control at all times. 


No. 021 


Never, under any circumstance, cause a burden to your neighbour. 


Rather, picture your neighbour in likeness to yourself. 
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SAREI ONE 


No. 022 


Keep your clothes and body pure and clean at all times 
so that you receive good health and high opinion. 
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so tigt you reap the DYS ©: tl 1e | faith and the world. 


J ae fih 


S - No. 024 j 


When you intend to speak in an PE i, 


pay much concern to what in SORY pa speech « Auf offend others present. 
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No. 025 


Do not utter such a speech that could cause dislike or upset within an audience. 
No. 026 


It is incumbent for the ruler to speak words of justice, 


even if it be in opposition to any particular party. 
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SAREI ONE 
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Do not consider every single person in an audience 


to be of your religion, a friend or identical to you. 
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To eat mote than ones hunge t appropriate, itis not healthful. 


Xs 


Whatever you consider bad for your own self, 


- do not want it for others either. ~ 
LA ‘ 


Do not lust for anything, liberate yourself from jealously 
and adopt the habit of emulation. 
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Speaking less, reflecting much, and sleeping only in accordance 


to necessity are the workings of the intelligent. 
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Do not be hopeful of loyalty from the self-centred friend. 


Bast ONE 
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The work which Pr still not completed, do not assume it as complete. 
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When you speak, Qgiemplate ably on whether you should utter what you 


do. Do not be as hurried in speaking as you do in contemplating. 


or tomorrow. 
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The man who is older than you, do not jest with him. 
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No. 037 


The man who is a dignitary, speak briefly in his presence. 


et BAGOA@NS 
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Do not speak to the general public in such a manner 


that they become lackadaisical. 
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If any talk of buffoqnery ever does come from you 


then remember it forever so that the same chart not repeated. 
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No. 041 


Do not be so concise that one cannot comprehend your intentions. 
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Every night before you sleep, summon up every error from 


that day so that you can guard yourself from it for the following day. 


SAREI ONE 
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If you happen to do a good-work then make sure to forget it. 
Thinking of it could only give birth to egotism. 
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If there is any benefit to be gained, do Ot find excuses. 


_ 


J 
. 


No. 045 AJ 


~~, “9 Ame 


Do not wish ill even for a foe, if could be then do good to him too. 


Doing a favour to someone is akin to making him a lifelong attendant. 
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To confront an awful man with a favour is akin to sentencing 


him for life imprisonment of its appreciation. 
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SAREI ONE 


No. 048 


You might do a favour and forget it, 


but he whom you favour will never forget it. 


N Į 
en under no circumstance 
you know better. 
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If sg is talking to another 
hit 
ty 


should you intet 


5 No. 050 y4 
A sign of a fool is that he responds without having been inquired. 
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Do not keep your belongings and conditions hidden from gus kith and kin to such 
an extent that even after your death they should remain unavailable. 
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No one likes an arrogant man, even if it be the King. 
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Never backbite, and in particular never speak ill of the pious. 
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Where there is a gathering, do not speak at odds to them. 


If it is opposing the Shariah tl s best to stay away from it. 
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If oy be, then continue to be keen on generosity. 
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No. 056 


Guard yourself from the smug, the'selfish and the compliment-hungry. 
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No. 057 


Do not let idleness near, for it is the root of all disorder. 
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No. 058 


Avoid stultiloquence and talk of jest and never make fun of anyone. 
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Never put a man to shame before unfamiliar men. 


r 3 
é a as 
YY No. 061 J pr 
“a ud Ne 
If someone has a disability, like a cripple, one without a hand, short-necked, 


paralysed or one of a continuous illness, then do not keep him as a servant. 
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Do not read a letter which is not yours. 
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No. 063 


If you receive a letter addressed to you from somewhere, 


be sure to read it earliest. 
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When someone is writing something, then be sure not to sneak a look, 


not until the writer himself permits you. 
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Never extol yourself or your people PT Rdn mouth. 
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Men should not imitate women folk. 
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The ornament made purposely for women, 


men should stay well clear of it. 
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No. 069 


Men should make certain not to wear that clothing 


or jewellery which provides women with their adornment. 
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Being hasty in each and every outer good. 
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Whoever honours you, be sure to honour him. 


BAGS. 


No. 073 


Wh 1 B- B B8 L B S B 1 B L A S B B 1 hh hh B B L G S B B 8 S AOS B B S A S A- B B8 S A'S B B 1 G S B- B B S A S B B S G S A B B8 S AO S B B S B S A- B B S AO S B B S D S B- B B8 S A S B B S B S A B B8 S A S B B S B S A- B B S A S B B S D8 S BO- B B S A S A B S B8 S A S B B8 S A S A B G8 S AFTE I 


af 


hh hh BPS ABEP I BEE hh BBP S hl hah hhh hh hh hhh hhh hhh ABEP I GEE B S hhh hhh ABEP DEE Z B S AEP S AEP I BE BPS ABEP BEE B S P S DEP I BE BBP S AEP ABE B S ABEP S AEE S BE A B S AEP DEE B S ABP S AEE I GE I B S ABEP S DEE B BP S EE S A B S AEPS E B E SEE E EOE 


17 


At times of anger, think carefully before you speak about the repulsiveness 
which will fall upon you once you utter [what you do]. 


SAREI ONE 
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Never quarrel with anyone infront of a guest. 


! ç 
v 
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Let not benefit or harm influence the Souls of your face. 
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Prefer not such a habit that would cause people to think lousy of you. 
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Do not take accountability for another’s quarrel. 
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SAREN 
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Keep the following three with you at all times: some money, a cloak and a ring. 
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Befriend ch ee boctor. 
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Keep yourself needy and humble in the world. 
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No. 084 


Keep Allah before you at all times. 
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Be relentless in conquering your lustful self. 
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Serve your elders fj st affection to the young. 
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Be generous to the needy. 
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No. 089 


Remain committed in giving advice to your friends and chums. 
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Remiss your enemy and present yourself 


to the traveller wit compassion. 
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Whatever your occupation, excel however much you can. 
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Do not be esurient in seeking knowledge. 


Rather preen your inner and outer self. 
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No. 094 


A sign of a fool is that he speaks a lot, and responds without consideration. 


SAREI ONE 


No. 095 


He who utters the same words repeatedly does not comprehend the expression of 


love, speaks in fanaticism and does not investigate. He is an ignoramus and a fool. 
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The non-practising scholar is akin to a blind man with a lamp. 
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He who backbites about someone to you is most likely 


backbiting about you to someone else; 
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So long as you can continue to extract benefit from Gold, 


do not place yourself in difficulty. 
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Do not show so much affection that people become enslaved 


and do not be so gentle that people become overexerting. 
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The unjust ruler is an enemy to the state. In the same way, 


the agnostic with no application is an enemy to the religion. 
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T am = ANG 
a of trust is a great tragedy. 


The best piece o s that one must never lie. 
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Greed is the cause of ruin. 
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SAREI ONE 


No. 105 


The best of assets are those which maintain one’s dignity. 
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Tenoranc he oreatest catastrophe. 
piora ve is the gre tatakrop! 
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The best writing is thatghich, once « 


state, to find a 
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Test the sage at time of anger, the brave at time of battle 


and a friend at time of need. 
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Give charity in that you give with the right hand 


while the left has no news (of it). 
No. 111 


Choose steadfastness in doing good works so that the end result is favourable. 


Work of haste is reason for remorse, whilst work after thought 
„and lesen reason for Jiet a 


ei.com 
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One who does not value rest gives rise to many a sorrow. 
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To laugh at each and everything and to dislike each 
and everything are included among the traits of the dim-witted. 
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One must continue to remain patient upon destiny’s inscription. 


Pje 
i y ~ A M Sa 
y No. 117 < 


He who str ttainly does attain his goal. 
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He who is patient achieves pes 
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Time is a valuable thing. Never let any moment (of it) pass by in vain. 


SAREI ONE 


No. 120 


Forever remember Allah and death. If you have favoured anyone, 


or if anyone has disfavoured you, never remember it. 
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No, 121 


He who speaks with an unctuous tongue 


and etiquette earns the contentment of all. 
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Greed is the key to shame, 


temper is ESS enmity. 


a 
“As long as man continues to live he should 
‘continue to progress in his learning. 
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The intelligent requires but a gesture 
while the ignorant demands penalty. 
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Honour is increased by humbleness 


and rank is decreased by arrogance. 
No. 126 


Requesting a loan off a friend can at times cause grief. 
Therefore, it is best to avoid taking (it) off a friend. 


SAREI ONE, 


y No. Dew ba 


When an ignoble receives office he Ta A arrogant 


and wher a ruler he commits injustice. 


Keep your temperament under control; 
f r 
you will become deserving of high esteem. 
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The intelligent is he who finds others in misfortune and takes his guidance. 
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The worship of Allah is the cure to all anguish. 
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No. 131 


The wound of a sword is left on the body, 


as is the wound of a sin left on the soul. 
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He who does not thank people, 
he does not Ifillhis- nks to Allah. 
`Y yA xs ne ad 4 


j cc 
The intention o j his action. 
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Even if a0 er is Pups >; feed him. 
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It is he who worships, who is most fearful of Allah. 
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The best entity for man is his own mother. 
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SAREN 


No. 137 


Never be hopeful of favour from the self-centered man. 
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Safeguard of the tongue is far more < ifficult 


than the spicguard oki 


i # 
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No. 140 


Such a life is futile which does not come in aid of another. 


No. 141 


The greatest of guidance is death, if (only) you would understand. 
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He who guards his eye from the forbidden, 
he has indeed saved his eye from the ache of both worlds. 


Ne No. 143 
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To be sexi of Allah, the d and the transcendent, 
is P% far mozeise e in gO ing in to the kellfire. 
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Such a night is Nun in which worship is nor performed, 
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A pious neighbour is better than the faraway relative. 
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Wasteful spending is better than begging for hand-outs. 
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No. 147 


Life is a journey; complete it in the best manner. 


et BAGoA@So 
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Vexatiousness is the maximum sin. 


~ 


For the children the parents are the Ozb/a, and 


the teacher and spiritual guide are even weightier (in comparison). 
ran şi CJ a eP 
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No. 151 


The consequence of disobedience to Allah is deeply fearsome. 


et BAGOAES 


No. 152 
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All evils are born out of lustful desire. 
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No. 153 


Such a man is disobedient to the Almighty who casts in other’s teeth 


his past favours upon them. 
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not sterile ty of him. 
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I a No. 155 p? A, 


Repentance from the elderly man is great; from the young it is outstanding. 
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He who desires for Paradise hurries towards doing good-works. 
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The intelligence of the moron trails his tongue 
whilst the tongue of the astute trails his intelligence. 
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et BAGOAENS 


No. 158 


To consume your anger whilst beholding 


the bursting force of vengeance is the ultimate Jihad. 
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To favour is a great deed which has an immense reward. 
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The one who observes the conditions of ‚others 
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Face calamities with patience and retain blessings with gratitude. 
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The receiving of blessings is also a trial; 


itis to determine who is most thankful. 


If sig jg illumined then every day is mae | day. 
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The pious men benefit even from their enemies. 
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No. 167 
A smile opens the door to the soul. 
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No. 168 


The one with no fidelity has imperfect faith. 


et BAGOEGNo 
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He who lengthens his expectations ruins his age. 
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seeks XA. benefit. 
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No. 172 


Religious knowledge is a rain that showers mercy heavily. 


BAC oEEGNo 


No: 173 


[ERO L NEL BER 1 B NR LST B 6B 1A 18ST BBE NR LUST B AB AR BE BBE (88 LST BE 8B (NREL BE BBE S B LST B B S A S B BBE 1 A S A B 88/881 BSP D S A LAST B B S A S B BBE S A S A BE B (NRL B BBE (6B LAT BE B S A S B B S A LAR BE BBE (NRE 18ST B S A S A S B BBE (NR LUST D S A S A B BBE (NRE LUST BBE A (URL B UBT NRL ATTO Gif 


hh hh hh hh DBPS hl hah hhh hh hh LER hhh hh hh Mobb ahh hhh hhh hi DEE Z B S BEP S DEP I BE BS ABEP S BEE B S ABP S DEP I BE BS ABEP S GBE Z B S ABP S AEE A BE A B S ABEP S DEE Z B AEP S AEE S BE B S ABEP S DEE B BP S EE B B AEPS E B ESEE E EOE 


36 


Self-abnegation is the most excellent form 


of worship and ultimate master. 
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The friendly enemy is most dangerous. 


A 
Man is beautiful by his character not his appearance. 
“oS . 
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Protect your tongue more heavily than gold and silver. 
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The one with many desires never fills his belly. 


Wo LAB L AEL B 1 B L A L B ath 8 S A S B B L B S A B B L B S B B L A S A B B L A S B B 1 A S A B 8 S AO S B B S A S A B B S AO S B B S A S A B B S AO S B B S B S A B B S AO S B B S D S B B B S A S B B S A S A B B S A S B B S A S A B B S AO S B B S D S A B B S A S A S B AE S AES B AESA J 


DZ 


WAGONS. 
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Patient is the one who is content with less. 
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The habit of ar af is to eat less, sleep less and speak less. 
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No. 183 


Providing the needy an extension is not an act of kindness, 


it is justice and equity. 
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A single unit of currency spent by a pauper in charity is greater than 


the hundreds of thousands spent in charity by a rich man. 
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w 
Sitting IR pointlessly increases the difficulties in life. 
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J oe 
The love oF three things 1 ) ul. self, life and wealth. 
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Physical health is far better than wealth, 
while the continence of the heart is far better than health. 


No. 188 


You are busied in earning the world, 


while the world is fervent in removing you. 
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The most dangerous sin is the one that appears small in your eyes. 
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The one "u no etiquette is full of T 3 vices. 
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No. 193 


The heart finds solace in every good work. 
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No. 194 


To mock someone is a risk that you may 


become trapped in the same calamity. 
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Addiction may not be a serpent 
but is surely ppofidangetous than one. 
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"d 
Favour friends and be humble to enemies, 


this will make them dote on you. 


Do not think you have favoured someone after benefitting them. 
Rather, understand that Allah chose for you virtue in your matter. 
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No. 199 


Honour your elders; your young will honour you. 
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No. 200 


Allah is for us sufficient (a/-Kaf) and Muhammad #¥ is for us the cute (a4-Shaf). 
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